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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Winchell'261 
(US Patent No.4, 071,261). 

3. Winchell'261 teaches a cambering vehicle having a front column for supporting a 
front wheel (see tubular column 16 in figure 1), a left and right trailing arm each 
including a front portion pivotally attached to said front column (see trailing arms 30 and 
32 in figure 1), and each including a rear portion having a rear wheel attached thereto, 
and each including a foot pedal disposed thereon to support users (see elements 40 
and 41 of Figure 1), and a link including two ends coupled to said (eft and said right 
trailing arms respectively, and including an intermediate portion coupled to said front 
column, to allow said left and said right trailing arms to be operated by said front column 
(see in Figure 1, elements 56 and 58). 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Feng'694 (US Patent No.6, 851,694). 

Regarding claims 1 and 2, Feng'694 teaches a cambering vehicle having a front column 
for supporting a front wheel (see Figure 2, element 20 indicating the column and see in 
same figure element 48 which is the front wheel), a left and a right trailing arm each 
including a front portion pivotally attached to said front column (see elements 50 and 
52), and each including a rear portion having a rear wheel attached thereto, and each 
including a foot pedal disposed thereon to support users (see elements 66), and a link 
including two ends coupled to said left and said right trailing arms respectively, and 
including an intermediate portion coupled to said front column through an extension, to 
allow said left and said right trailing arms to be operated by said front column (see for 
applicants convenience reproduced Figure 3 below indicated the column and its 
connection through the intermediate link portion and the two end links being connected 
to each of the respective trail arms). 
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FIG. 3 



Claims 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Winchell'261 (US 
Patent No.4, 071,261). 

Regarding claim 3, Winchell'261 shows without a label an ear extension (see Fig 
1 near numeral 48) for Gsnneding the intermediate portion to the front ooJumn. 

Referring to claim 4 . Feng teaches a link including a barrel, which is provided in 
said intermediate portion of the link to receive a said pin (see figure 3, a barrel is made 
by the walls 75,74 and the connective wall to the column provided in said intermediate 
portion of the link receiving pin 73). 
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Referring to claim 5 Feng teaches said link including a housing provided in said 
intermediate portion receiving a barrel in housing (see Figure 3, the surrounding 
structure enclosing the barrel up to the walls of the end links). 

Referring to claim 6, Feng teaches a resilient member coupled between said 
housing and barrel, to resiliently support the barrel in housing. (See Figure 3, elements 
70 and 71 indicating a resilient member coupled between housing and barrel to 
resiliently support barrel in the housing. 

Referring to claim 7, Feng teaches a resilient member of the link including a 
sleeve engaged around the barrel with a one rib coupled between the sleeve and 
housing. (See figure 1 1 element 92 showing resilient member having a sleeve engaged 
around barrel with one rib coupled between the sleeve and housing). 

Referring to claim 8, Feng teaches a pin including a non-circular cross section. 
(See figure 3, element 72 showing coupled end link with a pin). 

Referring to claim 10, Feng teaches a link having a barrel able to receive barrel. 
(See Figure3, element 73 showing housing provided of said ends to house barrels). 

Referring to claim 11, Feng teaches a housing able to receive barrel, (see Figure 
3, element 73 showing housing provided of said ends to house barrels). 

Referring to claim 12, Feng teaches a housing including a resilient member 
between housing and barrel resiliently supporting barrel in housing, (see figure 3 
element 62 showing a housing and barrel resiliently supporting barrel in housing. 
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Referring to claim 13 Feng teaches a sleeve around the barrel having a sleeve 
engaged around barrel with one rib and between sleeve and housing. (See figure 11 
element 92 consisting of a rib coupled between sleeve and housing). 

Referring to claim 14 Feng teaches a front column including a front tube, a 
steering shaft rotatably disposed concentrically within tube (see element 32), front 
wheel provided on bottom of steering shaft with handle provided on top of steering shaft 
(see figure 1). 



6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art arid the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



7. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable 
over Feng in view of Liu'302 (US Patent No. 6,554,302). Feng discloses the cambering 
vehicle as set fourth above, but does not teach a pivotal connection between the front 
and rear segments of the trailing arms. Liu discloses a cambering vehicle wherein of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/689,492 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3618 • 

left and right trailing arms has a front segment pivotally attached to front column (see 
figure 5), a rear segment pivotally secured to the front segment allowing rear segment 
to be rotated relative to front segment (see figure 5). At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the art to provide a pivot 
between the front and rear segment of the trailing arms disclosed in fang in view of the 
teaching disclosed in Liu. The motivation would have been to allow the trailing arms to 
be folded compactly relative to the front column for storage purposes. 

Referring to claim 16 Liu teaches where the trailing arms include a latch to lock the 
front and rear segments together (examiner construes providing bolts through holes 53 
and 54 as constituting a lock, allowing the segments to lock together. 

8. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Feng in view 
Liu'302 and further in view of Beleski (US Patent No.6, 499,751). 
Feng in view Liu teaches all the elements of the current invention except for the 
recessed seat allowing for selective engagement in order to allow collapsing to a 
storage configuration.' In the same field of endeavor, Beleski teaches a selective 
engagement which allows for the same function of collapsing the trailing arms along 
with the column in a storage configuration (see Figure 5). It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time that the invention was made to have modified Feng in 
view of Liu'302 and incorporated the teaching of Beleski in order to incorporate the 
collapsing mechanism and allow the tricycle to be stored. Note that while Beleski does 
not teach the same structure of recess, the reference teaches an alternative functional 
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equivalent allowing for the same function of collapsing the trailing arms for storage 
purposes. 




